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HONOURABLE MEMBERS 


OF THE 1% * 


CORN COMMITTEE 


Ws 
"0 . 
ENTLEMEN, < 


As glople little news and at little weight 
cannot preſume to trouble the great Officers 
; of State by private letters, which at the ſame 
time may never come to their hands; if 
their Secretaries be allowed to open ſuch 


communicatians- as ate written by perſons 
unknown to them; ; 1 preſume therefore in 
this public manner to add reſs you, becauſe 
I know not the names nor even the number 
of the Honourable Perſons in the Commit- 
tee, and moſt humbly beg leave to ſuggeſt 
to yo conſideration the utility of im- 
porting (i in the preſent ſcarcity of corn) 
a large quantity of rough rice from the 
Carolinas and | Georgit, to be ſtored up by 
,, P01 | 2 B government 


5 


| great number .of years, bei 


the ſea or bulge water of the ſhi; 


& || $2 3 
government, in order to be ſold to the poor 
at a reduced price; which precaution may 
have some effect in the mean time to keep 
the price of wheat from riſing to great ex- 
orbitance; ſuch a proviſion by adminiſtra- 
tion will be as popular as it will be uſeful. 


By rough rice is meant rice in its. natural 
ſtate, with its bufk, or integument on it, 
which would keep it perfectly ſound and 
ſweet in well conſtructed tie for a 


free from any muſtineſs or bad flavour Which 
often injures uncased rice, which is too 
open and porous for the damp or offluvia of 


long a voyage acroſs the At] x 


rh 


TY 


This grain, ground i in our mills. at home 
and bolted, would yield a finer and ſweeter. 
flour than wheat, and would meliorate every 


kind of flour it is mixed with, for I mean 


it to be mixed in various proportions with 5 
wheat or barl ey, and ground together for 
the better mixin g thereof and to prevent in 


ſome meaſure the fying from the hardneſs of 3 


4. 


alone notwithf 


by pro- 


jection to its grinding, namely its hardneſs; 


weight of rice will be alleviated by the 
mixture of wheat or barley, but there can 


be Hittle doubt that the rice flour would 


make the fineſt of bread by itſelf alone, for 


are fermentable by the application of a pro- 
Hor leaven or ISHS to them. 


That every A may at once be con- 
vinced of the superior sweetneſs of rice and 


wheat flour mixed—buy a pound or leſs of 
the ſweetelt rice groats, which boil well in 


water till it is very tender and ſoft; drain 


the water from it, then mix it with good 
71 rheat flour till it makes a proper dough, | 
and with a rolling pin make thin cakes of 


it, which put before a ſtrong clear fire or 


— 


e IE but rice imay be Ground 
2 ee the müller wall - 
ſoon know. I forefaw this would be an ob- 


the millers know how to damp very hard 
__Q grain, and that they now do fo with 
"of y wheat, which is very hard. The 


all kinds of meal or vegetable fubſtances 
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an . or any ſmooth board, tilted upon 
its edge inclining a little backward. till the 5 

ſide of the cake is brown; then turn the other i 
ſide to the fire till it is brown alſo; it is then 


finiſhed, the outſides are criſp, but the in- 
7 ſide i is ſoft, which eaſily opens with a knife. 
Then good butter is put in the ſoft middle 


of the cake; which being cloſed together 


again, makes very good ſweet, breakfaſt 


or tea bread. It may be done in a Dutch 
oven. 1; often have it. In Carolina it is 


called Jonny or journey cake, for its being 
expeditiously done, hot and hot for travel- 
lers or others. They make it there mixt 
with homminy, which is maize or indian 
corn meal boiled thick, but people eie 


may improve the cake in what anner 


ng pleaſe, RC a5 EY 


1 have n wondered that rough rice 


Was not imported here in point of luxury, 


for its ſuperior ſweetneſs even to make 
groats of it as well as flour by our own 


mills; now let our neceſſity have the honour 


of i importing that which European . 


never thought of, 


The 


. > 
by LEES 
4 « 


(6 1 
The bran, pollen and gurgions of this 


= grain will be profitable to the miller; the 
coarſeſt part whereof is an exc ellent fat- 
tening food for horſes and black cattle, 
mixed with chaff, to make it leſs heavy, ” 
for without this, or hay or firaw: cut very 
ſmall to mix with i it, the farina would be too 
heavy and rich by itſelf for them to cat 
much of: and for the feed of pigs and 
poultry, the pollen made up into dough 


with water or ſkimmed milk, ſweet or ſour, 


| will ſoon fat ten them, and make their 
fleſh more ſhort, tender, white and deli- | 
: cious. 


It! is to be hoped that f rice in its caſe or huſk 


will come moderately cheap, and that the 


: planters will be glad to fell it lo, for the 


severeſt labour that the negroe has i in Caro- 
lina is the unhuſking and poliſhing of rice 


in large wooden mortars with ponderous 
double- headed peſtles. The taſk is, ſo 
many mortars ſo many hours, I have for- 
got the number, and it being often night 


work too, it is allowed by the maſters to 
be the moſt toilſome taſk of the poor ſlave, 


55 


4 


* 
9 
o 2 r A.) 


— * 6 1 
1 1% eaſed (© web e Vide 
to the maſter as well as to him, who 
would be put to eaſier and more profitable 
Fork, and thereby the bondman's longer 
ſtrength and life be ensured, and the maſ- 
ter be enabled to plarit more rice, if the 
northern part of Europe ſhould adopt the 
rough rice to be poliſhed or ground in their 
dw unceaſing water mills, which cauſes no 
hard labour to any body. But it muſt be 
owned that ſome planters have machinery 
for the poliſhing of rice, yet it is imagined 
not to be general; however chat may be, 
yet as this paper will go to the Carolinas 
and Georgia, I would wiſh that every maſ- 
er's commiſeration was excited in order to 
eaſe the ſlave from any too ſevere labour, 
| therefore 1 would addreſs every in dividual 
planter in the following very beautiful ob- 
ſecration of Virgil, but in accommodation 
folcly- to Heaven's monarchy. 
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Quod e pet cuperos, & conscia n ver! 
Per fi qua eſt, quæ reſtat adhuc mortalibus uſquam 
Intemerata fides, oro, miſerere laborum 
Tantorum miſerere : animi non. n.digna ferentis, 


| Nevertheleſs 


. P 
2 * a . 3 w * 


r 


- 


OE ret Ea et TE 


1 „ 3 
To Nevertheleſs I chearfully give this tefli= 
maony to the honour and humanity of Ca- 
xolina, that in the many years I was there 
| I never knew of any ſhocking ſeverity uſed. 
on the perſons of ſlaves, but in two inſtan- 


ces only, and which was as much condem- 


ned by the planters ee 
be here « or in any part of the world. 


It hey FORE Garatted to me, that from 
a the prejudice of cuſtom the rice planters, 


will not give up their old way for the ſake 


of the bran and farina from the mortars 
for the feed of their creatures; to this it 
is anſwered, they are men of too good ſenſe 
not to ſee their intereſt if the northern 
parts of Europe ſhould chooſe to have their 


| rice with its coat of defence and preſer- 


vation on it for the purpoſes above ſet forth. 
and another to be hereafter mentioned, 
by which more rice would be conſumed 
in this part of the world, and conſequently. 
= greater demand for it from the rice plan- 
ters and merchants, which would extend 


both their agriculture and trade. Beſides 
there is no ſolidity in the objeQipn ; it is 
cg FC wk jo os | ee 


Cf 8 g-— 
jet aßide at once by this truth, "tine" the , 
planters can always keep a reſerve of rough 
rice for the creatures they chooſe to feed 
with it, for its huſk and ſharp points cauſe 
a coarſer mastication, which is better for 
the maws and crops of their creatures than 
the 8 or farina before mentioned. 


It has Wa objefted, why have ot the 
planters and merchants (who know their 
_ own intereſt beſt) adopted- this plan long 
| ago? The anſwer is, there was no de- 
mand from hence for it in that faſhion, 
and a few years back very little rice was 
_ uſed here; the pla nters were therefore obli- 
ged to uncaſe it to make it ſell for the uſes 
we put it to. But now, agreeable to the 
motto in the title page, the neceflity of 
circumſtances, | age and experience, diſco- 
ver new ſimple modes and uſes of things 
long neglected, though plain and level to 
every one's capacity, but overlooked only 
becauſe they are eaſy: yet the plaineſt 
truths, the moſt ; ſimple mechaniſm, and 
the eaſieſt experiments, are always the 


beſt. | —Sorne may object even out of pe- 
e tulance 


them i 18, in Terence A 


HFHomine imperito nunquam ee eee, 
Qui, niſi quod hx 9915 nihil rectum „ nr 85 : 


It bas been vey edled to me, that 
this plan will not be reſorted to, becauſe, 
on enquiry, the Corn Committee will learn 
that uncaſed rice keeps ſound and ſweet 
: here for ſome years. That it will not be 
abſolutely uſeleſs in a cold climate for two. 
or perhaps three years, may be admitted ; 
but ſurely it loſes not a little of 1 its ſweet- - 
- neſs, ſoundneſs and ſubſtance 1 in that time; 
-and 4 am well informed, that 1 in the Weſt 
I ndies it loſes its ſoundneſs and ſweetneſs, 
and becomes unpleafant to eat, in leſs than 
fix months, and overrun with weevils—But 
can ſuch objectors make the. Honourable 
and learned Corn Committee unlearn all 
their natural philoſophy ? The Commit- 
tee know well, that when the huſk i is Knock - 
ed off from any Srain, with its fine in- 
moſſt ſkin and part of its meal too, it is 
| thereby deprived at once of its yegotative 


„„ „ and 
* 5 4 * 4 2 y * . 
* * s . > A * ö * 75 * 


n 
minäting life and power, and cannot 

e eee eee it is Gn 1 
ly wounded and flayed that it is in a ſtate + 
of death, like an animal flayed in as rough a 
manner; the laſt will corrupt with the great- 
eſt celerity, but the firſt will waſte in its 
P ubſtance after one year, become muſty, and 
then be not very fit for eating; for to every 
attentive obſerver it will be evident „that 
the upper meal y. convolutions or ſtrata of 
uncaſed rice, are looſened, and fo fall off 
and moulder away daily, beſides being prey- 
ed upon by mites and- weevils. However 
1am fo confident of the wiſdom and good 
judgment of the Honourable Committee, that 5 
I am certain they never will faſtidiouſly „ 
jet. a modeſt hint from any man, but will 0 
conſider it attentively, and be ready to adopt 


this maxim if the hint be profitable : | 


| Abrquirs bonne cum opus TY | beneficium aeciper | 


5 751 


5 T. ADZLPH. 


Why the Elina ets in ade 
"IF not addreſſed the Cort Committee for 


. > importation of . rice, the beſt 
reaſon 5 


a 


10 1 can . is, that it would ook 
like ſelf intereſt in them fo to do: but this 


objection cannot affect me, having no p 


ticular intereſt to ſerve, but am purely led ta 


this propoſal for a ſupply of any good grain, 


ſuch as rice or indian corn, in our preleut 


ne ceſſity and ſcarcity of wheat tho Eh. 


me and my ſpiritual ſervices during the al- 
moſt fifteen years I was among them. 


| : ; $4 . Te 1 . 1255 ; wh Y 2 0 F 
Nunquam ego illis poſſum gratiam 'referre, ut merit1 + 


ſunt de me. 


It 18 > preſurned the Hanourgble OED Cum, 
mittee will order a ſmall trial of rice and 


wheat flour ground together to be baked, 
and then if upon a fair trial it fails, I muſt 


bear all the blame; if it ſucceeds well, 
1 claim no praiſe; I meant only what I 


8 think Aa plain duty for me to 0 on plain 
| principles of reaſon; nay, from his known 
regard to 7 every practicable improvement, 

iis even preſumed that were his gracious 


+ to hear of this, he, would order a 


| 
s * 
W Q » 1 2 > 


_ gratefully wiſh. every good to the 3 5 
of Carolina for their very kind attention to 
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. 2 To I 2 F 0 
x. trial to be made for his own ne * 
and if there be a real ſcarcity of wheat, 
the fact will be a ſufficient apology for the 
propoſal ariſing out of neceſſity, which ex- 
plores both near and remote ways of re- 


lief; for want cauſes enquiry, diligence 
 begets, 
| improves, - every kind of art and invene | 
ton—ſo ſaith the one: Cl audian, 5705 . 


s, and uſe or practice nouriſhes and 


e vt ſegnes animos, rerum - remotsz, 5 
Ingenioſa, vias paulatim explorat, egeſtas, 
Dtq. artes pariat ſolertia, nutriat uſus. 


4 


Enough is ſaid to the Honourable Com- 


| mittee on this ſim ple plan of encreaſing : 


the quantity and meliorating the quality 


of bread in the preſent ſcarcity - of wheat; 
and it affords me ſatisfaction to think, that 


their own and many other ladies will at 


| onee, on reading this, try the cake. It re- 


mains only to give ſome miſcellaneous hints 


on the ſaving of corn, on horſes, on diſtilling 


rice, en magazines, and the conſervation 


of corn. As there has not been much ſtraw _ 
or hay uſed in this extraordinary open and 
fringe 1888 e with graſs, 


_ therg 


. 


„t 1555 . 

4 80 mnkſk; her a great quantity of both 
unconſumed; and from ſo large a ſtock, 
there m * gy be ſome a of corn 


part; "wok that be too much ike: Pan 285 
any horſe but the Ds hard — : 
ones! 5 1 1 i 


: Doubtleſs government will always think 
it a right point, to encourage the breeding 
of the ſtrongeſt hunters, as fitteſt for caval-. 
ry, coaches, and gentlemen's riding with 
the moſt eaſe and expedition; but an over- 
| ſock of ſuch horſes at four, five, fix, ſeven, 

or eight years old, would cauſe an exceſſive 
conſumption of corn, before they can be 

_ exported any where; therefore it is hum- 
bly ſuggeſted to adminiſtration, when fuch 
a trade 1s allowed or opened again, to | 
enact, after a ſufficient time for the ſelling 

off the preſent over ſtock of all ages, 
that all horſes: thereafter for exportation 
ſhall not exceed four years of age; by 

which means the country would be al- N 
5 an caſed of an overſtock, and o . 

. | the 


% 


the too great conſumption of oats; 8 8 it is 


ec ed colts are not much fed with 


Beſides this IN of ſaving corn 


Na * ead, A t tax may be laid 
and levied On ;hor {es at the time of th eir 9 
exportation, which the ſeller will lay on the 


(RET f 


Price of his horſes. On this occaſion a very 


common remark cannot be omitted, that 85 


” great cauſe of the ſcarcity of corn is 
too little tilth and too large graſs farms 


for the rearing of theſe very horſes that 
muſt have no ſmall portion of the tilth 
produce too: if this is true, it is a. great 


abſurdity, which many ſmaller farms for 


tillage would rectify, and at the ſame time f 
cauſe more poultry, eggs, hogs, pigs, &c. 


to > be reared * en to market. 


* 


3 


5 here, i is one purpoſe 90 wh 1 
rice may be imported to Europe which 
+ before ſaid I would mention, and it 


cannot be well omitted, as the diſtillers 
of it, as a ſuccnds: 


will naturally think 
neum for barley to diſtil ſpirits 
— it is ident that —_ 


rice will, by | 


the 


4 


n: 


2 ; 1 5 AE 5 - 
1 F 1 


roceſs, come or germinate, and . 


every. way y malt aS eaſily as barley, and 


= "ney a better Ae Beſides 


malt. There is no doubt that the Chineſe 
make a wine of rice of an amber colour; 
taſting like Spaniſſ 
Cyclopædia ſays,that i in ſome partsof Europe 
a ſtrong brandy is drawn from rice. Th 
is only hinted, that government may 


judge whether to allow or prohibit diſtilling 
from rice; my plan is merely for the in- 


create and melioration of meal for bread, 
on purpoſe to prevent a greater exorbi- 
| tance: in the in of wheat if bannt 


5 ry 


JF in; plentiful. e the” l up 
corn in magazines ſhould be thought a 
good meaſure to have recourſe to, 
certainly it would be expedient that 
at leaſt a part thereof ſhould be of that 
grain that keeps beſt. Rice ſeems to 
Have the faireſt claim to that property; 


| pt: ſuch 1 Fee rye, 1851 = they 
may rough rice) along with their barley © 


\ wine; and Chambers's 


5 . 16 1 ” 1 
gf nnd that, it, is more e conſervable. th 25 al y 


attentive, examiner of 


its e form and conſtitution, and 
its hard flinty nature, with the cloſe adhe- 
on and ſtrength of its caſe or huſk, 

; which therefore muſt be, for durability, pre- 
 ferable to wheat, which, though leſs flinty, 
has a more ſlender capſula or caſe than 
rice, which has a rough ſtrong coat of ar- 
mour for defence, whilſt Wheat is clothed 
as it were with a thin filken garment | 
that cannot fo well ward off or repel 


external injuries from ſmall inſects or tbe 


ien damps of a humid atmoſphere. 


The Romans, you well know, laid up. | 


| Grey. * ulius en at one time gave 
ten modii of corn per man to the peo- 
ple of Rome. Auguſtus gave ſometimes 
monthly diſtributions of corn, and would | 
often let the people have it at a very low 
9285 or none at fy ha one occalion 


k 71 
nity al foreigners and unneceſſary Kaden 
gladiators, &c. and when plenty was re- 
ſtored, he wrote that he was ſtrongly 1 im- 
. pelled to aboliſh the practice of allow - 
ing corn to the people, at the publick 

| expence, becauſe they truſted ſo much 
to it that they neglected their tillage; ; 
but he did not continue in this mind, be- 
cauſe he was certain it would be received 
on ſome occaſions to pleaſe the people: 
but he ſo managed that affair ever after that 
he had no leſs regard to the huſbandmen _ 
and traders abroad than to the people of 
| the city. 


| Adonis emperor uſed all means poſſible : 
to bring corn and proviſions to the city 
even in the winter ſeaſon. He propoſed 

to the merchants a ſure and certain gain 
and promiſed to indemnify them for any 
loſs of their corn or ſhips by tempeſts at 
ſea; and to ſuch as built proviſion ſhips - 
he e One are : 


plenty 


arcity of corn, but * "9 


c 18 A. 
en of wine, ſuppoſed tillage negleQed 
by too much. application to the culture of 
vines, and ordered the half of the vines to 
3009 4 cut Lt but he ny not | finiſh: em 


The Honourable 8 learned 0 ommittee 
will find a. ſynopſis of the management 
of the ancients with reſpect to corn in 
Justus Lipſius his Elect. 1 cap. 8. His 
Opera Omnia, in 4 vol. ſolio, are in the 
publick, and in ſome private libraries. oy 
found him quoted by a ſcholiaſt on the word 
Teſſera or corn ticket, who ſays, Juſt. Lips. 
Elect. 1 cap. 8. dicit, multa de ſrumentati- 
oni antiguitate ac  Frumenti diſtributione; 
- firſt by the Ædiles, then by Corn Commiſ- 
; faries corn was diſtributed to the people, 
who got tickets made. of wood or lead 
for going to and receiving from the pub- 
lick granaries wheat every month. An 
ancient gloſſary alſo on the corn ticket, is 
here tranſlated: | he fa ys, Thoſe flaves 
Who were made Roman citizens, upon their 
manumiſfion, and being enrolled, received 
4 corn 


. ; 4 19 4 


deed gratis, agreeable to a law made 


by Publius Clodius, Tribune of the people, 


Piſo and Gabinius, conſuls, as is noted by 
Pædianus in Tully's Oration on Piſo, viz. 
that the Corn Commiſſary, year by year, 
collected a great power of corn and diſtri- 
buted it to thoſe poor perſons who preſented 
the teſſera or ticket before given to them, 


teſtifying they were Roman citizens, in 


which was inſcribed the name of the man 
and his tribe. ve g. Publius etna, i. e. 
: of the tribe Velina. 


There: can TY little or no 1 for hoard- 
ing up corn for a very great number of 
years; for in good years of plenty, freſh. 
ſupplies for kegping can be had, when ſome 
of the oldeſt may be fold off; yet it is 
wonderful how long it will keep; for after 

the Emperor Charles V. was miſerably 
obliged to raiſe the ſiege of Metz in the end 

of the year 1552, the Duke of Espernon 


amaſſed a vaſt magazine of corn in the 


Citadel, which was preſerved in good plight 
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een, uſed for the 


# quoting a little Latin; but I beg pardon 


254 235 


ttouble of turning over hiſtories, ſee Cham- 
bers's Cyclopædia on the word Corn, 
where there are other inſtances with the 


a 


,2 Pur whole, government wall zudge 


* 


in ne. preſent ſtate of things whether or 
FIR ad be found policy to build ſtrong 

5 well conſtructed granaries for corn 
grounds near the Thames, with fortifications | 


riſing 


0)$ 


round them and near to barracks, for a 
ſufficient guard to prevent any attack 5 


fire or otherwiſe; the chief ones not to be 
1 ny miles weſt or caſt from London, F or 
+ he very great antiquity and utilit y of corn 


e ene oo 2 chap xli. 


' To das, IL wake x no —_ to ah 
* tidoucuratile and learned Committee for 


from 


ervation thereof. 
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